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Life Focus 2017 

LifeFocus is a one week, live in discipleship program training high 
school and college students to stand confidently  

for Christ in a hostile world. 

 The mission of LifeFocus is “to glorify God by training students 
to feed on the Scriptures and focus their understanding of Jesus’ 

unique purpose for their lives, loves, and vocations.” 

“So being affectionately desirous of you, we were ready to share 
with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves [or 
souls, or lives], because you have become very dear to us … like a 
father with his children, we exhorted each one of you and 
encouraged you and charged you to walk in a manner worthy of 
God, who calls you into his own kingdom and glory.” 

I Thessalonians 2:8, 11-12 
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Life Focus Student Standards 

  
1.  I will seek God in His Word, spending time with Him each day (Mark 1:35; Psalm 5:3). 

2. I will attend all scheduled activities and events demonstrating alertness to the Lord’s 
revelation through the Scriptures. Please bring Bible, Psalm book, pen, notebook 
(Deuteronomy 6:4). 

3. I will stay out of any room that is not my own or that is off limits, respecting others’ 
privacy, personal property, and need for sleep (Exodus 20:15; Leviticus 19:11,13). 

4. I will deal with the opposite gender with dignity and honor as 1 Thessalonians 4:3-8 
describes, making moral purity my own standard and requirement (Colossians 3:4,5). 

5. I will avoid horseplay, pranks, and foolish talk. I will not bring anything to the conference 
(such as tobacco, alcohol, or weapons) that is dangerous or inappropriate (Ephesians 
5:3,4). 

6. I will be responsible to get adequate sleep and respect others’ need to sleep, going to 
sleep directly after “lights out” (Psalm 127:2). 

7. I will dress and behave appropriately, respecting others’ convictions and standards 
(Romans 14) about dress, music, boy/girl relationships, and other family value issues 
(Ephesians 6:1,2). 

8. I know that the staff and counselors are readily available to help me. I will seek the 
immediate assistance of the staff, or my counselor, if I am sick or injured, or if I face 
problems, points of confusion or conflict (Hebrews 13:7,17). 
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2017 Life Focus Itinerary 
Saturday, March 18 – The Lord’s Day, March 26 

“Living For God’s Glory: What Animates Calvinism” 

Saturday, March 18 ( 6 p.m.) – Kick Off Event At Johnston Home (2538 SW Windslow Ct) 
 Dinner (6:30): Brad & Sue Johnston/Chad & Shelane Frederick (Pizza) 
 Introduction to LifeFocus and “A History of Animation” DVD 

Lord’s Day, March 19 – Sabbath School; Public Worship; Fellowship Luncheon with TRPC  
 Lord’s Day Activities: Psalm Singing & Prayer, Privileged Species Video 
 Dinner (6:30): Leftovers At Church; Devotions, Psalm 57 (7 p.m.) 
 
Monday, March 20 – “Getting a Grip On Glory” 
 Devotions: The Weight of Glory –  Gen. 12:10; Ex. 14:4 
 Dinner (6:30): Dinner at the Kreis Home (Breakfast) 

Tuesday, March 21 – “Living Actively For God’s Glory” 
 Devotions: Glorify God In Your Eating and Living – 1 Cor. 10:31  
 Dinner (6:30): Youth Fellowship at Church (Sandwiches) 

Wednesday, March 22 – “God’s Glory As A Daily Motivation”  
 Devotions: The Glory of God’s Kingdom – Psalm 145:1-14 
 Dinner (6:30): Parnells  (Spaghetti) 

Thursday, March 23 –“Reflecting God’s Glory in the World’”            
 Devotions: (Brad) The Glory of the Moon, 1 Cor. 15:38-41  
 Dinner (6:30): Harpers/Lawsons (Hotdogs & Hamburgers) 

Friday, March 24 – Refresh and Recover Day 
 Devotions (10 a.m.): (Colin) Bearing Fruit Soli Deo Gloria – John 15:8 
 Activity: Brown vs. Board of Education National Site 
 Activity: Tour the Kansas State Capitol Building;  
 Dinner: Out to Eat (Students Purchase) 
 Weekend Conference Kickoff @ 7  p.m.: Pastor Craig Scott 
 Evening Conference: “Living For God’s Glory: What Animates Calvinism”   

Saturday, March 25 – “God’s Glory in the Face of Christ” 
 Life Focus Conference 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
 Possible Activities: Time Alone With God 
 Dinner (5:30 p.m.): Copelands & Johnstons (Mexican) 

 7 p.m. Communion Preparatory Service  

Lord’s Day, March 26 – The Lord’s Supper & Final Sermon from Pastor Craig Scott  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2017 Life Focus Speaker Schedule 
Saturday, March 18 – The Lord’s Day, March 26, 2017 

“Living For God’s Glory: Exploring What Animates Calvinism” 
10:45 a.m. Lord’s Day, March 19 (Brad)  

 “An Animating Hope: Seeking the Lord’s Glory – Personally and Globally” Hab. 2:14 
  

8:30 a.m. Monday, March 20 – Getting A Grip On Glory Devotion: First Uses (Gen. 12:10;Ex. 
14:4) 

Lecture 1 – The Weight of Glory! (Brad) 
Lecture 2 – Sola Scriptura: How The Bible Must Define Your Reality (Steve) 
Lecture 3 – Total Depravity = Radical Corruption in Adam (Brad) 
Lecture 4 – Amazing Grace: The History and Theology of Calvinism (plus 230-page study guide) 

8:30 a.m. Tuesday, March 21 – Knowing and Living For God’s Glory Devotion: (?) 1 Cor 10:31 
Lecture 1 – How Can You Glorify God? By Loving Him and Doing What He Commands! (Brad) 
Lecture 2 – Sola Gratia: You Must Do Nothing Except in ‘Double Dependence’ Upon God (Steve) 
Lecture 3 – Unconditional Election: Why Did God Choose Me? (Brad) 
Lecture 4 – Amazing Grace: The History and Theology of Calvinism (plus 230-page study guide) 

8:30 p.m. Wednesday, March 22 – God’s Glory As A Daily Motivation Devotion: (?) Gal. 2:20 
Lecture 1  – ‘Let Your Light So Shine:’ How Others Can Come To Glorify God (Matt. 

5:13-16) (Brad) 
Lecture 2  – Faith Alone: How Justification Must Be Your Daily Animation (Steve) 
Lecture 3 – Definite Redemption: What Christ’s Redemption Actually Accomplished (Brad) 
Lecture 4 – Amazing Grace: The History and Theology of Calvinism (plus 230-page study guide) 

8:30 a.m. Thursday, March 23 – Reflecting God’s Glory in the World    Devotion: (Brad) 1 Cor. 15:38-41 

Lecture 1 – All Things Made For His Glory (Joe) 
Lecture 2 – Christ Alone: How Christ Must Be Your Best Friend And Greatest Fear (Steve) 
Lecture 3 – God’s Glory In Regeneration (Joe) 
Lecture 4 – Structure & Message of the Psalter (Joe); 4 p.m. “The Bright Shadow of Holiness” (Marc) 

7 -9 p.m. Friday, March 24 – Living For God’s Glory: Exploring What Animates Calvinism  Devotion: (Colin) 
Lecture 1 (Craig) – Knowing God (Jeremiah 9:23-24; John 17:3) 
Lecture 2  (Craig) –  Worshipping God (Leviticus 10:1-7) 

  
9 a.m. -12 p.m. Saturday, March 25 – God’s Glory In The Face Of Christ                

Lecture 1 (Craig) – Communion with Christ: What is it? (Song of Solomon 1:1-4; Philippians 
3:1-11) 

Lecture 2  (Steve) – God’s Glory Alone: How God Delivers Us From … Ourselves  
Lecture 3 (Craig) –  Communion with Christ: How do we have it? (S. of S. 2:1-7; Luke 

10:38-42 
Preparatory Service @ 7 p.m. (Craig)   

10:45 a.m. Lord’s Day, March 26 – Preaching of the Word (Craig); The Lord’s Supper (Brad)  
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http://theapologeticsgroup.com/product/amazing-grace-the-history-theology-of-calvinism-with-study-guide/
https://theapologeticsgroup.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/1-AmazingGraceStudyGuide.pdf
http://www.sermonaudio.com/sermoninfo.asp?SID=321171231452
http://theapologeticsgroup.com/product/amazing-grace-the-history-theology-of-calvinism-with-study-guide/
https://theapologeticsgroup.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/1-AmazingGraceStudyGuide.pdf
http://theapologeticsgroup.com/product/amazing-grace-the-history-theology-of-calvinism-with-study-guide/
https://theapologeticsgroup.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/1-AmazingGraceStudyGuide.pdf


Psalm Singing Selections 
“Living For God’s Glory: What Animates Calvinism” 

Can You Sing These Psalms In One Week? 

❑ Psalm 2A or B – In Psalms 1-2 we come before the All-Glorious God who brings his purposes to 
pass. 
❑ Psalm 3A or B – God is our shield and glory when we walk through the sorrows of persecution. 
❑ Psalm 6A or B – It is while people live that they observably praise/glorify the Lord.  
❑ Psalm 8A or C – This psalm magnifies the LORD, focusing upon his name and character 
❑ Psalm 12 – What a tragedy it is when wicked people seek to glory in vile things (read Phil. 
3:19)! 
❑ Psalm 19A – The Psalter teaches us to see God’s omnipotent power when we behold a night 
sky. 
❑ Psalm 21A and B – Behold how God glorifies Christ and present him to the church in majesty! 
❑ Psalm 22D – Look at how Christ exhorts us to in awe “give the glory” to the Father (see Heb. 
2:1--12) 
❑ Psalm 24A – Have you learned to see Jesus entering Jerusalem, called ‘the LORD of the 
battle’? 
❑ Psalm 25B – Consider how God’s forgiveness of ours sins glorifies his name. 
❑ Psalm 29B – Because God is glorious (and see how), we ought to ascribe glory and might to 
him! 
❑ Psalm 34A – Here is an invitation to one’s fellows to join in giving glory to God -- through 
singing. 
❑ Psalm 45B and C – This psalm displays the glory of the King (Christ) and the Bride (His 
church)! 
❑ Psalm 47A or B – Do you regularly and joyfully use the word ‘AWESOME’ to describe your God? 
❑ Psalm 57A and B – A dual petition (st. 5, 10) for God’s glory “above all earth” can be taken in 
two ways. 
❑ Psalm 65A and B – God performs awesome deeds of creation, providence, redemption. What 
are they? 
❑ Psalm 66A or C – We contribute uniquely to God’s glory as we make his praises glorious. Do it! 
❑ Psalm 68F – The LORD is consummately and ultimately worthy. Where is his awesomeness 
seen? 
❑ Psalm 72E – This psalms is a prayer that God’s name (“glorious forever”) would fill all nations 
on earth. 
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❑ Psalm 75A or B – It’s a tragedy needing correction when no one glorifies God. Evangelism is a 
correction! 
❑ Psalm 76A or B – Have you seen Pike’s Peak or Mt. Rainier? God’s glory surpasses such 
splendor! 
❑ Psalm 96A or C and B – This psalm calls the singer to show God’s majesty to nations. How do 
we do it? 
❑ Psalm 99A or B – This psalm brings us to our knees before the LORD’s glorious throne in 
reverence. 
❑ Psalm 107F – It is God’s eternal, covenantal love that arouses us. Remember ‘glorify’ is a 
verb! 
❑ Psalm 111A or C – Once again we are pointed to God’s works and invited to study them. Be a 
scientist! 
❑ Psalm 122B – In David’s time people must travel to glorify the LORD in Jerusalem. How about 
today? 
❑ Psalm 143B – Here is a plea for God to preserve my life so I can fulfill my purpose “to glorify 
your name.” 
❑ Psalm 145A and D – Behold God’s glory by contemplating his works: creation, redemption, 
glorification. 
❑ Psalm 148A – Let all creation glorify and praise the name of the LORD as we dwell near to 
Him! 
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Living For God’s Glory 
Exploring What Animates Calvinism 

Part 1 – Key Documents  

 The supreme goal of God in history from beginning to end is the 
manifestation of his great glory. Accordingly, our duty is to bring 
our thoughts, affections, and actions into line with this goal. It 
should become our own goal. To join God in this goal is called 
glorifying God. The way we glorify God is first to delight in his 
glory more than in anything else and to be grateful for it. Then as 
a natural result of this joy in God we experience freedom from 
selfishness and are moved to seek the good of others. Thus love 
becomes the chief means by which we join God in the open 
display of his glory, and accomplish his goal for history. 

- John Piper at www. Monergism.com 
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Privileged Species 
How The Cosmos Is Designed for Human Life 

A Film by Biologist Michael Denton – Privilegedspecies.com 

The question of questions for mankind, the problem that underlies all others is the ascertainment of the place 
which man occupies in _______, and of his relations to the _________.” (Thomas Henry Huxley, 1861) 

For much of human history man regarded himself as ______ in nature. For ancient Jews and Christians, humans 
were viewed as created in the image of God, the _______ of the created order. By the 19th century, however, a 
growing number of people were questioning man’s unique place in the universe. It culminated with Charles Darwin 
and his theory of evolution by ________ __________. According to Darwin, there was no fundamental difference 
between human beings and other living creatures. Post Darwin, many scientists insisted that human beings were the 
result of unguided and impersonal laws that created everything else. But are humans beings really the accidental 
byproducts of a universe that did not have ______ in ______? 

According to geneticist Michael Denton the discoveries of science over the past century have pointed in a 
dramatically different direction. According to Denton the universe seems to have been _________ for ______ like 
us. 

Many features of our universe seem to be especially prepared to allow life to ________. If these features were 
even the slightest bit different life as we know would not just be harder, it would be __________. 

A number of cosmic factors work together to make life possible. It’s another amazing story of a universe that 
has been built “just right” for life!  “A common sense interpretation of the facts suggests that a super-intellect has 
_____________ with physics, as well as with physics and biology.” (Fred Hoyle, Cambridge University, 1981). The 
cosmos as a whole seems _____ ________ to make life possible, but so do three of its most basic elements that most 
of us take for granted. 

CARBON 

Carbon is the key atomic building block of all organic mattet – the basis of the molecular machines inside 
___________. Carbon has an enormous and unique capacity to form multiple yet stable chemical bonds both with 
itself and with other elements. In theory, carbon can form a virtually inifinte number of different chemical 
compounds. More than 65 ________ carbon compounds have actually been identified, with more being discovered 
all the time. There is no other known element in the universe that can _________ for carbon. So if aliens ever visit 
the earth we should meet them with carbon-based ________ rather than silicon-based ________! 

WATER 

Water is the driving force of all nature. It covers nearly three quarters of our planet, and its essential for our 
existence. Water is a thing of wonder and inspiration. It also happens to be uniquely fit for creatures like us. One 
key feature of water that promotes life is its capacity to act as a universal ________.  This allows it to be an ideal 
carrier of the many chemicals and minerals we need for life.  Water dissolves minerals without destroying them, 
allowing them to carry out their _____ ________ function. Another feature of water that enables life is its low 
viscosity, or _________. If water were like liquid hydrogen, the delicate microscopic structures in our cells wouldn’t 
survive. But if water’s viscosity were even slightly higher the pumping of blood through the tiny capillaries of the 
body would be impossible, and our circulatory system wouldn’t be able to supply enough oxygen or glucose to our 
________ _________ for organisms like us to survive. In sum, the viscosity of water seems to be finely tuned for life 
like us. 
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But the most striking features of water are its thermal properties, which help us deal with the impact of 
_______. Many biochemical processes essential for life can only operate within a narrow band of temperatures. If 
the temperature is to high or to low, life like ours becomes ___________. Thus maintaining stable temperatures on 
the earth and inside our cells is essential for us to exist. A final peculiar thermal property of water is its peculiar 
behavior when __________. Water expands when it freezes. That’s why ice floats, which helps preserve it in its 
________ state. 

Water makes our life possible by operating in tandem with seemingly independent geological processes to 
recycle the elements requires for life on earth. The __________ cycle pushes up to the surface the elements needed 
for life, then the ____________ (water) cycle dissolves these same minerals through erosion and ultimately deposits 
them on the ocean floor where the tectonic cycle can reuse them yet again. These are two great cogs that work 
together, preserving the chemical physical stability the earth’s surface environment, enabling life to continue to 
flourish! 

OXYGEN 
Oxygen is the signature of complex life, but oxygen needs the right kind of PLANET and the right kind of 

____________. Getting the oxygen we need for life involves a stunning series of ______________! Plants utilize the 
energy of sunlight by a process known as photosynthesis. Photosynthesis converts radiant energy into a form of 
stored chemical energy that plants can use. But photosynthesis generates an important waste product – oxygen! In 
other words, the same process that supplies the energy plants need just happens to also produce a waste product 
that supplies energy to humans and many other animals. Photosynthesis must have access to just the right kind of 
energy (the visual region of the _____________ spectrum), and this is exactly the kind of energy that the sun 
predominantly produces. The earth’s atmosphere has just the right composition to allow visible light we need to 
reach the surface of the planet, while largely absorbing many other kind of ____________ that are dangerous to 
life.  

The properties of diatomic oxygen mean our atmosphere has just the right amount of oxygen we need for living 
– not too _______ and not too ______! Oxygen also is not a “greenhouse gas,” or we wouldn’t be sitting here. In 
fact, oxygen absorbs no incoming radiant heat because it is a diatomic molecule. Let’s be very thankful for another 
coincidence, so this huge change in oxygen levels can occur without any effect on the heat balance of the earth. It 
is one coincidence after another. Scientifically, the universe is fit for _______ like __________. An obvious inference 
is that this is obviously consistent with the traditional design hypothesis. 

The levels of purpose built into nature boggle the mind. The same key elements and compounds which are so 
fit to make a self-replicating system are also fit to _________ a complex creature like us. But is the exquisite design 
we see in the elements of nature just a ______ of natural history? Denton does not think so.It’s as if from the very 
moment of creation the biochemistry of life was already preordained in the atom building process, as if nature were 
________ to this end from the ___________.  

Humans are privileged to live on a planet where the very elements from which we are made seem pre-planned 
not just for the existence of simple one-celled animals, but for multicellular organisms like ourselves. There are 
many ways in which humans have been endowed with unique benefits not found in any other animals (see 
www.firemaker.org).  

Far from being insignificant specks living on an insignificant planet, humans are truly a privileged _________ 
inhabiting a home that seems to have been prepared for their benefit. The human form is something significant in 
the cosmic order, and that’s a __________ _________. It’s implicit in astrobiologists’ thinking about looking for 
carbon based life somewhere else and looking for oxygen on a planet. The 20th century has shown the human form 
is not some irrelevance, not some freak of nature. It is deeply significant finding. Learn more about scientific 
design arguments at www.discovery.org/id! 
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Aiming at God’s Glory 
By Thomas Watson 

  
In how many ways may we glorify God? 

1] It is glorifying God when we aim purely at his glory. God must be the untimate end of all 
actions. Thus Christ, ‘I seek not mine own glory, but the glory of him that sent 
me’ (John 8:50) . . . Oh let us take heed of self-worshipping! We do this, 

1. When we prefer God’s glory above all other things; above credit, estate, relations; when 
the glory of God coming in competition with them, we prefer his glory before them. If 
relations lie in our way to heaven, we must either leap over them, or tread upon them. A 
child must unchild himself, and forget he is a child; he must know neither father nor 
mother in God’s cause. ‘Who said unto his father and mother, I have not seen him; neither 
did he acknowledge his brethren’ (Deut. 33:9). This is to aim at God’s glory. 

2. We aim at God’s glory, when we are content that God’s will should take place, though it 
may cross ours. Lord, I am content to be a loser, if thou be a gainer; to have less health, if 
I have more grace, and thou more glory. Let it be food or bitter physic [medicine] if thou 
givest it me. Lord, I desire that which may be most for thy glory. Our blessed Saviour 
said, ‘not as I will, but as thou wilt’ (Matt. 26:39). If God might have more glory by his 
sufferings, he was content to suffer. ‘Father, glorify thy name’ (John 12:28). 

3. We aim at God’s glory when we are content to be outshined by others in gifts and 
esteem, so that his glory may be increased. A man that has God in his heart, and God’s 
glory in his eye, desires that God should be exalted; and if this be effected, let who will be 
the instrument, he rejoices. ‘Some preach Christ of envy: notwithstanding Christ is 
preached, and I therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice’ (Phil. 1:15); they preached Christ 
of envy, they envied Paul that concourse of people, and they preached that they might 
outshine him in gifts, and get away some of his hearers: well, says Paul, Christ is 
preached, and God is like to have the glory, therefore I rejoice; let my candle go out, if the 
Sun of Righteousness may but shine. 

2] We glorify God by an ingenuous [frank] confession of sin. The thief on the cross had 
dishonoured God in his life, but at his death he brought glory to God by confession of sin. 
‘We indeed suffer justly’ (Luke 23:41). He acknowledged he deserved not only crucifixion, 
but damnation. ‘My son, give, I, pray thee, glory to God, and make confession unto 
him’ (Josh. 7:19). A humble confession exalts God. How is God’s free grace magnified in 
crowning  
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those who deserve to be condemned! The excusing and mincing of sin casts a reproach upon 
God. Adam denied not that he tasted the forbidden fruit, but, instead of a full confession, he 
taxed God. ‘The woman whom thou gavest me, she gave me of the tree, and I did 
eat’ (Gen. 3:12); if thou hadst not given me the woman to be a tempter, I had not sinned. 
Confession glorifies God, because it clears him; it acknowledges that he is holy and 
righteous, whatever he does. Nehemiah vindicates God’s righteousness; ‘Thou art just in all 
that is brought upon us’ (Neh. 9:33). A confession is frank when it is free, not forced. ‘I have 
sinned against heaven and before thee’ (Luke 15:18). The prodigal charged himself with sin 
before his Father charged him with it. 

3] We glorify God by believing. ‘Abraham was strong in faith, giving glory to God 
(Rom. 4:20). Unbelief affronts God, it gives him the lie; ‘he that believeth not, maketh God a 
liar’ (1 John 5:10). But faith brings glory to God; it sets to its seal that God is true (John 3:33). 
He that believes flies to God’s mercy and truth, as to an altar of refuge; he engarrisons 
himself in the promises, and trusts all he has with God. ‘Into thy hands I commit my 
spirit’ (Psa. 31:5). This is a great way of bringing glory to God, and God honours faith 
because faith honours him. It is a great honour we do to a man when we trust him with all we 
have, when we put our lives and estates into his hand; it is a sign we have a good opinion of 
him. The three children glorified God by believing. ‘The God whom we serve is able to 
deliver us, and will deliver us’ (Dan. 3:17). Faith knows there are no impossibilities with God, 
and will trust him where it cannot see him. 

4] We glorify God, by being tender of his glory. God’s glory is dear to him as the apple of his 
eye. An ingenuous [innocent] child weeps to see a disgrace done to his father. ‘The 
reproaches of them that reproached thee are fallen upon me’ (Psa. 69:9). When we hear God 
reproached, it is as if we were reproached; when God’s glory suffers, it is as if we suffered. 
This is to be tender of God’s glory. 

5] We glorify God by fruitfulness. ‘Hereby is my Father glorified, that ye bear much 
fruit’ (John 15:8). As it is dishonouring God to be barren, so fruitfulness honours him. ‘Filled 
with the fruits of righteousness, which are to the praise of his glory’ (Phil. 1:11). We must not 
be like the fig tree in the gospel, which had nothing but leaves, but like the pomecitron, that is 
continually either mellowing or blossoming, and is never without fruit. It is not profession, 
but fruit that glorifies God. God expects to have his glory from us in this way. ‘Who planteth 
a vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit of it?’ (1 Cor. 9:7). Trees in the forest may be barren, 
but trees in the garden are fruitful. We must bring forth the fruits of love and good works. ‘Let 
your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven’ (Matt. 5:16). Faith sanctifies our works, and works testify our faith; to be 
doing good to others, to be eyes to the blind, feet to the lame, much glorifies God. Thus 
Christ glorified his Father; ‘he went about doing good’ (Acts 10:38). By being fruitful, we are 
fair in God’s eyes. ‘The Lord called thy name a green olive-tree, fair and of goodly 
fruit’ (Jer. 11:16). And we must bear much fruit; it is muchness of fruit that glorifies God: ‘if  
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ye bear much fruit.’ The spouse’s breasts are compared to clusters of grapes, to show how 
fertile she was (Song of  Sol. 7:7). Though the lowest degree of grace may bring salvation to 
you, yet it will not bring much glory to God. It was not a spark of love Christ commended in 
Mary, but much love; ‘she loved much’ (Luke 7:47). 

6] We glorify God by being contented in that state in which Providence has placed us. We 
give God the glory of his wisdom, when we rest satisfied with what he carves out to us. Thus 
Paul glorified God. The Lord cast him into as great variety of conditions as any man, ‘in 
prisons more frequent, in deaths oft’ (2 Cor. 11:23), yet he had learned to be content. Paul 
could sail either in a storm or a calm; he could be anything that God would have him; he 
could either want or abound (Phil. 4:13). A good Christian argues thus: It is God that has put 
me in this condition; he could have raised me higher, if he pleased, but that might have been a 
snare to me: he has done it in wisdom and love; therefore I will sit down satisfied with my 
condition. Surely this glorifies God much; God counts himself much honoured by such a 
Christian. Here says God, is one after mine own heart; let me do what I will with him, I hear 
no murmuring, he is content. This shows abundance of grace. When grace is crowning, it is 
not so much to be content; but when grace is conflicting with inconveniences, then to be 
content is a glorious thing indeed. For one to be content when he is in heaven is no wonder; 
but to be content under the cross is like a Christian. This man must needs bring glory to God; 
for he shows to all the world, that though he has little meal in his barrel, yet he has enough in 
God to make him content: he says, as David, ‘The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance; the 
lines are fallen to me in pleasant places’ (Psa. 16:5). 

7] We glorify God by working out our own salvation. God has twisted together his glory and 
our good. We glorify him by promoting our own salvation. It is a glory to God to have 
multitudes of converts; now, his design of free grace takes, and God has the glory of his 
mercy; so that, while we are endeavouring our salvation, we are honouring God. What an 
encouragement is this to the service of God, to think, while I am hearing and praying, I am 
glorifying God; while I am furthering my own glory in heaven, I am increasing God’s glory. 
Would it not be an encouragement to a subject, to hear his prince say to him, You will honour 
and please me very much, if you will go to yonder mine of gold, and dig as much gold for 
yourself as you can carry away? So, for God to say, Go to the ordinances, get as much grace 
as you can, dig out as much salvation as you can; and the more happiness you have, the more 
I shall count myself glorified. 

8] We glorify God by living to God. ‘That they which live should not live to themselves, but 
unto him who died for them’ (2 Cor. 5:15). ‘Whether we live, we live unto the 
Lord’ (Rom. 14:8). The Mammonist lives to his money, the Epicure lives to his belly; the 
design of a sinner’s life is to gratify lust, but we glorify God when we live to God. 
   

This article comes from the Puritan Classic ‘A Body of Divinity’ by Thomas 
Watson  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Covenant of Communicant Membership 
In Christ’s Church 

Any person capable of forming moral judgments and of making decisions for himself may be received  
into communicant membership in the Reformed Presbyterian Church upon credible profession of faith, 
baptism, and acceptance of the Covenant of Church Membership. 

Baptism:                                    Personal Profession:                              Public Profession:  

1. I believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, the only 
infallible rule for faith and life. 

2. I believe in the one living and true God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, as revealed in the 
Scriptures. 

3. I repent of my sin; confess my guilt and helplessness as a sinner against God; profess Jesus 
Christ, Son of God, as my Savior and Lord; and dedicate myself to His service: I promise that I 
will endeavor to forsake all sin, and to conform my life to His teaching and example. 

4. I promise to submit in the Lord to the teaching and government of this church as being 
based upon the Scriptures and described in substance in the Constitution of the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church of North America. I recognize my responsibility to work with others in 
the church and I promise to support and encourage them in their service to the Lord. In case I 
should need correction in doctrine or life, I promise to respect the authority and discipline of 
the church. 

5. So that I may grow in the Christian life, I promise that I will diligently read the Bible, 
engage in private prayer, keep the Lord’s Day, regularly attend the worship services, observe 
the appointed sacraments, and give to the Lord’s work as He shall prosper me. 

6. I purpose to seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness in all the relationships of 
life, faithfully to perform my whole duty as a true servant of Jesus Christ, and seek to win 
others to Him. 

7. I make this profession of faith and purpose in the presence of God, in humble reliance 
upon His grace, as I desire to give my account with joy at the Last Great Day. 
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A Personal Covenant of 
Matthew Henry (1662-1714) 

January 1, 1702 – The covenant of grace being a new covenant, because it is ever new, 
and often to be renewed, I have this new year’s day, early in the moring, while it is yet dark, 
solemnly renewed it upon my knees, and be it a memorandum indeed, ever remembered, 
and never forgotten. 

Humbly acknowledging my dependence upon God, as my Creator and the Author of my 
being; my obligations in duty to him and my Soverign Lord and Ruler, and my engagements in 
gratitude to him as my Protector and Benefactor; and mentioning, with thankfulness, the 
many mercies of my life hitherto, and particularly those of the year past; during which, I 
have found myself in the care of a very kind Providence, which has made the steps of my 
pilgrimage comfortable; which has preserved to me the use of my reason and understanding, 
limbs and senses; hath continued my liberty to exercise my ministry; hath provided 
plentifully for me and my family, and loaded me daily with his benefits. For all which I praise 
his name, and for the mediation of Jesus Christ, to which I owe all. 

Acknowledging also, and lamenting the remaining strength of my corruptions, and bent to 
backslide from the living God, taking to myself the shame of my many defects and follies, 
notwithstanding my frequent renewing of my covenant with God, and flying to Christ for 
righteousness, pardon, and peace. 

I once more bind my soul with a bond to be the Lord’s wholly, and only, and forever his. 
Into thy hands, O God, I commit my spirit, to be ruled, cleansed, and sanctified throughout, 
qualified for thy service in this world, and for the fruition of thee in the other. My body I 
present unto thee a living sacrifice, holy, and acceptable, for it is my reasonable service. My 
ministry I devote to thine honour, and the continuance and success of it I submit to thy will. 
All of my worldly comforts I lay at thy feet to be disposed of as thou pleases.  

My life itself is thine. O God of my life, “my times are in your hand.” Whatever may be 
the events of this year [1702], let divine grace be sufficient for me, to enable me to 
accommodate myself to the will of God in them; and then nothing can come amiss. If God 
will be with me and keep me in the way that I go, throughout the remaining part of my 
pilgrimage, in the world where I am but a stranger, and will give me bread to eat and raiment 
to put on, and a heart to love him, and serve him, and live to him, so that I may come at last 
to my heavenly Father’s house in peace, then shall the Lord be my God, my Lord, and my God 
forever. Amen. Hallelujah. 

-- Matthew Henry 
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Foundational Concepts of Christian Education 
www.geneva.edu 

The philosophical basis on which Geneva College rests, referred to as the Foundational Concepts 
of Christian Education, was prepared by a joint committee of the Board of Corporators and 
Board of Trustees of Geneva College and adopted by the Board of Trustees at their meeting on 
October 26, 1967. The Board of Corporators and Trustees modified the document in June 1996. 

Preface 
Starting with the belief that God is the source of all truth, education becomes the exciting 
adventure of seeking to appropriate knowledge in all its various facets under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Education that is Christian takes for its perspective the biblical view of God, mankind and the 
universe in their mutual relations. 

While education in a Christian context does not guarantee truth, it does seek to establish the 
starting point apart from which ultimate truth can never be learned. It becomes essential, 
therefore, to establish the direction for education from this Christian perspective, and the 
following Statement has been drawn up in an attempt to make this clear as related to Geneva 
College. In no sense should it be considered as the last word, but it purports to be the 
foundational concept upon which scholarship under God may thrive and expand. 

This view of education rests upon the historic Christian faith contained in the Scriptures, 
symbolized by the open Bible on the seal of the College. Holding to the summary of this faith as 
contained in the Westminster Confession of Faith the mid-seventeenth century, the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church of North America has endeavored for over 150 years to offer through Geneva 
College an education that articulates the implications of the sovereignty of Jesus Christ over all 
of His creation. "For with Thee is the fountain of life; in Thy light shall we see light." Psalm 
36:9 

The Theological Basis for Christian Education 
The Christian View of God. 
God is one being, existing in three persons: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. He is a 
personal being, possessing in Himself all that personality means yet without limitation. He is the 
self-existent Creator, Preserver and Controller of the universe in its totality. 
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The Christian View of Mankind. 
Men and women are unique among all living creatures, being distinguished from the animals by 
being created in the image of God as rational, moral and spiritual beings. The purpose of human 
life is to glorify and to enjoy God, and only when life is so viewed can the highest happiness, 
welfare and honor be experienced. We are created as immortal beings. Earthly life is therefore 
preparatory to the life after death and should not be regarded as an end in itself, though as 
God's creation the present earthly life has a real value of its own. 

By our relationship to Adam, as representative of the human race, we are fallen creatures. By 
moral revolt against God, we lost both our position of communion with God and our ability to 
consciously reflect God's glory, and instead became devoted to the worship and 
aggrandizement of self. Our fall into sin affected not only our moral nature but also our 
intellect, making us prone to error, and requiring divine revelation to determine ultimate 
standards and values in all fields. The moral and intellectual effects of sin are such that we are 
incapable of removing them by our own effort. 

Jesus Christ, as the second Adam, died and rose again as our representative, in order that we 
who are chosen of God, regenerated by the Spirit, and by faith identified with Christ in His 
death and resurrection might be restored to fellowship with God in the Holy Spirit and enabled 
to glorify God actively in our lives. As believing Christians, having realized our union with Christ 
and hence our own death to sin and rising to newness of life in the Spirit, we renounce self-
centeredness as a lifestyle and seek in every phase of our experience to understand and reflect 
God's glory. 

The Christian View of the Universe. 
The universe, as the creation of God, serves to reveal God; and its revelation is true, valid, and 
useful in itself. The created universe, being full of God's glory, is to be understood, appreciated, 
ruled and used by us. God in his goodness has bestowed upon us the ability to discover and use 
truths about the universe, which may be learned irrespective of a person's spiritual relationship 
with Him. In seeking to understand the truth of the universe in all of its dimensions, we are 
responsible to use every faculty and effort, but the facts of the universe can be understood in 
the fullest sense only when viewed in relationship to God. Ultimate judgments must finally be 
made in the light of God's Word, the Holy Scripture, which is the only adequate and inerrant 
standard of truth. 

The Purpose of Christian Education 
Inasmuch as we were created to glorify God, Christian education seeks to develop the students' 
abilities to know God and to relate themselves and the created universe to God through the 
study of His Word and Works. Christian education emphasizes the Person and Work of the Lord 
Jesus Christ in order that students may be yielded to Him as their Savior from sin, and that they 
may see in Christ the ultimate purpose and meaning of the whole universe. 
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It is the purpose of Christian education to seek the realization of the potential of the individual 
as the image of God through the development of God-given capacities. The fulfillment of those 
potentialities is reached insofar as students devote those capacities to God's glory in their 
vocations and daily lives. Christian education endeavors to develop each student's capacity for 
the enjoyment of the world as God's creation, in all its cultural richness, realizing that all of life 
as a coherent whole is related to God and His redemptive activity. The goal of Christian 
education is the development of mature students who, as individuals, have well-integrated 
personalities; and who, as well-oriented members of society, are building the kingdom of God in 
the family, the church, the nation and the world. 

The Implications of Christian Education 

Implications for the School. 
All persons responsible in any way for the functioning of an educational institution share in the 
pursuit of its goals. In Christian education this becomes particularly significant since no task, 
teaching or other, is unrelated to God; and also because all personnel should demonstrate in 
their lives an end-purpose of Christian education. Everyone shares in the transmission of 
knowledge, but only those consciously committed to Jesus Christ as revealed in the Scriptures 
can envision and reach the goals of Christian education. To realize the goals of Christian 
education all faculty members should seek to understand more completely and to teach more 
effectively their particular disciplines with academic excellence within a consistent biblical 
world and life view. 

Implications for the Student. 
While students may attain a high degree of knowledge through the grace given to all, in order 
for them to attain the goals of Christian education, they must be in submission to the person of 
Jesus Christ, that sin and its effects in their own personalities may be overcome. Students, as 
creatures of God, are under His mandate both to learn and to apply all knowledge for the 
purpose of knowing and glorifying God. They should not be sheltered from non-Christian 
viewpoints, but must become able to evaluate all knowledge critically, to gain from that which is 
true and to discard error. Students should be aware of God's call on their lives and thus see their 
education as an opportunity to prepare for their life work, whatever those fields of endeavor 
may be. 

Implication for the Curriculum. 
In Christian education the curriculum is built upon the foundation that the historic Christian 
Faith is permanently true, and that it is the integrating factor of a truly Christian education 
program. Since Christian education leads toward an understanding of God, mankind and the 
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universe in their inter-relatedness, the curriculum will have a strong emphasis on both the 
humanities and the sciences, theoretic and applied, as well as a basic core of biblical studies. 
The curriculum should lead students to grasp the foundations of learning so that they can live a 
life glorifying to God, confronting honestly and confidently the problems and challenges of new 
knowledge, and contributing to the welfare of society under God. 

Implications for Moral Discipline. 
Standards of moral discipline must be maintained according to the moral law of God, which He 
has set forth in Scripture. Therefore, discipline is to be exercised on the basis of God's Word. 
Discipline exercised in Christian love and firmness not only deters licentiousness, but also 
teaches in principle how to live under Christ's Lordship and how to live with other people on the 
basis of righteousness. Moral discipline must always be exercised in an attitude of helping the 
offender in the context of the doctrine of sin and its solution in Jesus Christ. 
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Will Millennials—Like Boomers—Neglect the 
Church for ‘Public Service’? 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016By Joseph Sunde 

Despite the widespread complaints about the attitudes, 
ethics, and attention spans of millennials, it can be easy 
to forget the failures of generations gone by. 

Not unlike the baby boomers of yore, we 
millennials were raised in a world of unparalleled 
prosperity and opportunity. This has its blessings, to be 
sure, but it also brings with it new temptations to view 
our lives in grandiose terms, punctuated by blinking 
lights and marked by the vocabulary of “world change” 

and “social transformation.” Behold, we are the justice seekers, sent to “make the world a 
better place” and put society to rights. 

But how does real transformation actually take place? 

In an article for Providence1, Walter Russell Mead offers some lessons from the boomers, 
noting how the next generation might learn from their fruits…or lack thereof: 

Most of us [boomers] (at least of that part of the generation that was interested in public 
service) ended up putting our energy into anti-poverty programs, human rights NGOs, 
environmental organizations, and so on. All of these are much stronger now than when my 
generation first got involved with them. The enormous growth of the NGO sector both in the 
United States and abroad has been one of the hallmarks of the Boomers’ engagement with 
the world. 

Looking back, I think we got it wrong. In our eagerness to change the world, and to embrace 
the tumult and challenge of our times, we overlooked the most important NGO of all: the 
Church of Christ. 

Alas, for as important as various programs and policies may be, the church provides 
the spiritual and cultural lifeblood2 that connects the dots between the individual and 
society. The church coordinates the contours of man’s efforts and institutions, 
conducting them toward the mysterious harmony we sometimes call “flourishing.” 

Yet, as Mead and many others remind us, the church has dwindled in its voice and influence, 
even while do-gooderism of various shapes and sizes has increased in visibility and stature. 
With the  
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bounties of capitalism at our fingertips, many have generously asserted themselves, offering 
their hands up for service for the preferred cause of an arbitrary humanistic impulse. 

Meanwhile, the original “home base” for human flourishing, is cast aside and ignored, 
confined to Sunday sermons and occasional eschatological daydreams. The results speak for 
themselves: 

The greatest paradox of the last fifty years in the United States has been the contrast 
between the enormous growth of the non-profit sector and the collapse in the social capital 
of poor and middle class American communities. We have more organizations with more 
money working to solve more social problems than ever before – and more children are 
growing up in broken homes, more adults are disconnected from communities of fellowship 
and solidarity, more drugs are wreaking greater havoc in more families and more individual 
lives than ever before, and more people are cut off from full participation in social life than 
before my generation, with its great ambitions to change and improve the world, came on 
the scene. 

As a generation, I think we made a simple but costly mistake. We were the builders who cast 
aside the stone that turns out to be the cornerstone of the whole building. We never really 
understood, at least most of us didn’t, that strong local neighborhood church communities 
provide the necessary structure for a just and progressive society. 

Unless millennials see the light, recognizing the unique and sweeping transformational 
power of the church, we’ll make the same mistakes as our parents, “taking the health of the 
church for granted,” as Mead puts it. 

“For Millennials, the integration of their lives as believers living intentionally in Christian 
communities and their vocations to serve the wider society won’t be a luxury,” he 
concludes. “If the church continues to retreat and to withdraw as an institution, if the 
proclamation of the gospel fails to reach those who need it most, the goals of social and 
political reform so many Millennials seek will not be reached.” 

Read the full article at www.ProvidenceMag.com. 
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Part Two 

Living For God’s Glory  

Lecture Notes 

 Reformed theology is first and foremost theocentric rather 
than anthropocentric. This is, it is God-centered rather 
than man-centered. I have argued that Reformed theology 
has the highest possible view of humanity. Because we 
have such a lofty view of God, we care so much about the 
one created in his image. Reformed theology takes sin 
seriously because it takes God seriously and because it 
takes people seriously.     

            - R.C. Sproul, What Is Reformed Theology, 
25 
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Monday 

“Getting a Grip On Glory” 

Pastor Brad Johnston 

Pastor Stephen Rhoda 

The word glory in Hebrew, kabod, derives from a root 
word meaning ‘weight.’ For example the value of a gold 
coin was determined by its weight. To have weight, 
therefore, was to have value or worth … the word glory 
means the display of excellence and praiseworthiness 
(glory shown) as well as the response of honor and 
adoration to this display (glory given). God’s glory is the 
beauty of his manifold perfections as well as the awesome 
radiance that breaks forth from those perfections. 

- Joel Beeke, Living For God’s Glory, 145 
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‘For His Own Glory’  
The Weight Of God’s Glory 

Learn to Find Your Significance In God’s ‘Theocentric’ Creation 
Isaiah 43:6-7; 44:1-23 
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‘Sola Scriptura’  
How The Bible Must Define Your Reality 

John 1:1-18; Acts 17:24-28; Rom. 12:2 
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Total Depravity = Radical Corruption in Adam 
See Your Sin Against God’s Glory 

Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-15; Romans 5:12-21; Ephesians 2:1-10 
Summary Teaching From Dr. R. C. Sproul 
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Tuesday 

“Knowing and Living for  

God’s Glory” 

Pastor Brad Johnston 

Pastor Stephen Rhoda 

The Puritans were enamored with the sovereign God 
and overwhelmed with His majestic beauty. Thomas 
Watson (1620-1686) wrote, ‘Glory is the sparkling of 
the Deity … To glorify God is to set God highest in our 
thoughts. It is intense and ardent. True saints are 
burning in holy love to God. This is when we dedicate 
ourselves to God and stand ready, dressed for his 
service.’ 

- A Puritan Theology, 765 
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How Do Your Glorify God? 
By Loving Him And Doing What He Commands! 

Divine Glory Exhibited in the Law & the Gospel 
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-15; Romans 5:12-21; Ephesians 2:1-10 

I.   

II.   

III.   
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Sola Gratia! 
You Must Do Nothing Except in ‘Double 

Dependence’ Upon God 
John 8:43-44; Rom. 8:5-8; Eph. 2:1-10; 1 Pet. 4:7-11 

I.   

II.   

III.   
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Unconditional Election 
God’s Glory Exhibited In Election 

John 15:16; Ephesians 1:1-14 
Summary Teaching From Dr. R. C. Sproul 

I.   

II.   

III.   
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Wednesday 

“God’s Glory as a Daily 
Motivation” 

Pastor Brad Johnston 

Pastor Stephen Rhoda 

How does the Calvinist glorify God? By confessing his 
sins to God and fleeing to Christ for forgiveness and 
for having God’s nature restored to him. By 
praising, worshiping, and delighting in the triune 
God as Creator, Provider, and Redeemer … By 
knowing, loving, and living the commands of God’s 
Word. By being heavenly minded and cherishing the 
desire to be with God forever. 

- Living For God’s Glory, 147 
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‘Let Your Light So Shine’ 
How Others Can Come To Glorify God 

Matthew 5:13-16 

I.   

II.   

III.   
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Faith Alone 
How Justification Must Be Your Daily 

Animation 
Luke 18:9-14; Rom. 3:21-26; Phil. 3:1-11 

I.   

II.   

III.   
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Definite Redemption 
What Christ’s Redemption Actually Accomplished 

John 10:10-13, 26; 11:51-52; Eph. 5:25-27; Acts 20:28 
Summary Teaching From Dr. R. C. Sproul 

I.   

II.   

III.   
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Thursday 

“Reflecting God’s Glory In  

the World” 

Pastor Joe Allyn 

Pastor Stephen Rhoda 

There is some sense in which God is like the sun, 
the blazing center of the Solar System. If God is 
the sun, then his people are like the moon called 
to shine – not with an intrinsic light, but with a 
reflected light. When people view the brilliance 
of the moon, they see the reflected glory of the 
sun. And when people look at followers of Jesus, 
they ought to see the glory of God manifestly 
displayed in the lives of his people. 
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All Things Made For His Glory 

I.   

II.   

III.   
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Christ Alone! 
How Jesus Must Be Your Best Friend and Greatest Fear 

John 13:21-26; 21:15-19; Rev. 1:12-20  

I.   

II.   

III.   
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God’s Glory In Regeneration 
(Irresistible Grace) 

I.   

II.   

III.   

Important afternoon lecture by Pastor Allyn 
What Is The Central Message of the Psalter? 
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Friday – Saturday 

“Living For God’s Glory: What 
Animates Calvinism” 

Pastor Craig Scott 

For the Calvinist, God’s love for us is as absolute 
as his holiness. Just as God’s saving work reaches 
all the way down to the bottom of the 
unfathomable depths of our sin, his saving love 
goes all the way up to the very core of the divine 
Being. His holiness does not require him to 
demote us in the great scheme of his valuations. 
In all the universe, we are his very favorite, the 
created beings that glorify him the most   
  

     - Greg Forster, The Joy of Calvinism 
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Knowing God 
Jeremiah 9:23-24; John 17:3 qa 

I.   

II.   

III.   
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Worshiping God 
Leviticus 10:1-7 

I.   

II.   

III.   
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Communion With Christ – What Is It? 
Song of Solomon 1:1-4; Philippians 3:1-11 

I.   

II.   

III.   
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God’s Glory Alone! 
How God Delivers Us From … Ourselves 

Isaiah 42:8; 48:11; 1 Corinthians 10:31; Colossians 3:17 

I.   

II.   

III.   
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Communion With Christ – How Do We Have It? 
Song of Solomon 2:1-7; Luke 10:38-42 

I.   

II.   

III.   
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Part Three 

Living For God’s Glory 

World View Resources 

“Philosophy forces us to think foundationally. By 
foundational I mean first principles or basic truths. Most 
ideas that shape our lives are accepted (at least initially) 

somewhat uncritically. We do not create a world or 
environment from scratch and then live in it. Rather we 
step into a world and culture that already exists, and we 

learn to interact with it... Foundational thinking cares 
about the difference between truth and falsehood because 

it cares about good and evil.” 

RC Sproul, The Consequences of Ideas: Understanding the 
Concepts that Shaped Our World, 9-11 (study guide) 
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There is nothing like planning ahead! 

So we thought you should know that Life Focus 2018 
is currently scheduled for 

March 17-25, 2018 
at Topeka Reformed Presbyterian Church 

Theme for LifeFocus 2018 

God’s Mighty Acts,  

Christ’s Mighty Ministry 
exploring 

The Land of the Holy One 

Hope you can join us! 

For up-to-date information visit 

www.lifefocusweek.info 

http://www.lifefocusweek.info


Consider this Resource from LifeFocus 2016 
Only Two Religions by Peter Jones 

 

The Life Focus team viewed the twelve 23-minute lectures of Only Two 
Religions. You can access these lectures on the Ligonier Connect website. 
You can also purchase the digital study guide here.  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Connect with www.RPCNA.org 

“The Heart Of The RPCNA” 
The aim of everything we are and do is "to glorify God and 
enjoy Him fully." We are eager for his return, but do not wait 
until then to recognize Jesus Christ as King and Lord of all. Our 
beliefs all stem from a full commitment to the authority of the 
Bible as the inerrant, infallible Word of God 

Our Name  

Our part of the organized body of Christ is known as the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North 
America. 

Reformed 
The "Reformed" in our name refers to our adherence to the biblical principles set down by the Protestant 
Reformation of the 16th century. Our spiritual fathers include Martin Luther, John Calvin, and John 
Knox. 

Presbyterian 
"Presbyterian" refers to our form of church government. Each congregation is under the oversight of 
those elected as elders, who are also part of the higher courts known as presbyteries and Synod. 

Covenanters 
Reformed Presbyterians have also been referred to historically as Covenanters because of their 

identification with public covenanting in Scotland, beginning in the 16th century. This act was a protest 
for Christ's crown rights over the state and the recognition of Christ as King over the Church without 
interference from the government. Our roots also include those referred to as the Seceders, who share in 
the testimony for Christ's Crown and Covenant. 

In America 
In 1743 the first Reformed Presbyterian congregation was organized in North America. In this 

continent, too, the Kingship of Christ has been maintained as a foundational principle of our 
denomination. Today, congregations reach all across North America. We also acknowledge sister 
churches of Reformed Presbyterians in Ireland, Scotland, and Australia. 
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Our Beliefs 

Inerrancy of Scripture 
Our beliefs all stem from a full commitment to the authority of the Bible as the 

inerrant, infallible Word of God:“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness…”  2 Timothy 3:16 

This means that we believe in the Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We acknowledge our 
total inability to save ourselves and, in faith, depend on Christ alone as our Savior. We acknowledge 
Him as Covenant Lord in every area of life, and we vow together to advance His Kingdom on earth. 

Systematic Theology 
We believe that God desires His Church to set forth clear statements of her system of doctrine that 

can be supported from Scripture. We therefore accept as our creed, or subordinate standards, The 
Westminster Confession of Faith and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms. In addition to these doctrinal 
statements, we adhere to the Testimony of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America, which 
is our continuing application of God’s written word to the world and the church of today. 

Worship 
We believe that God’s Word clearly sets forth how He is to be worshiped. The reading and 

exposition of the Word of God are the central focus of our worship. Our musical praise employs God’s 
Word only, thus making use of the divinely inspired Book of Psalms of the Bible. In keeping with the 
New Testament Church’s directive for heart worship, we sing without the aid of musical instruments. 

Our Constitution 

If you would like a copy of the subordinate standards of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of 
North America, you may download our Constitution. The Constitution includes The Westminster 
Confession of Faith and Catechisms, the RPCNA Testimony, and other documents guiding our church 
government and practice. 

This computer copy of the Constitution is provided free of charge in Adobe Acrobat format. We ask 
that you download it for personal use only. Should you desire to refer others on the web to this online 
Constitution, please refer them to www.reformedpresbyterian.org/convictions.  A printed copy of the 
Constitution in a 3-ring binder may be secured from Crown & Covenant Publications 
(www.crownandcovenant.com) the publishing ministry of the RPCNA. This Constitution is not to be 
printed, except for personal use, without written permission of the copyright holder, Crown & Covenant 
Publications. 
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WORLD Magazine  
     tries to be salt, not sugar. 

We like to report good news but we don't make it sticky-
sweet. We also report bad news because Christ's grace 
becomes most meaningful when we're aware of sin. We        

want  to be tough-minded but warmhearted. 
We are dependent on God and independent of any political 
faction or interest group. We don't let advertisers influence 
news content. We don't print glorified press releases. We 

respect the office of president of the United States and submit to 
the ruling authorities instituted by God (Romans 13:1-6), but we 

will be critical when necessary--even with those whose policies 
we generally agree with. We criticize corruption, even when 

(sometimes especially when) it erupts among Christians.  We 
avoid sourcery, where unnamed sources spin the news their way. 

We look for provocative and evocative news stories that are the result of pavement-pounding 
rather than thumb-sucking. We don't want anyone to read WORLD out of a sense of duty. We 
like family feuds over who gets to read a new issue first. We want our readers to enjoy the 
world God has made, full as it is of nooks and crannies and weirdness. 
We stand for factual accuracy and biblical objectivity, trying to see the world as best we can the 
way the Bible depicts it. Journalistic humility for us means trying to give God's perspective. We 
distinguish between issues on which the Bible is clear and those on which it isn't. We also 
distinguish between journalism and propaganda: We're not willing to lie because someone 
thinks it will help God's cause. Our standards are just as high for the content presented 
at WORLDmag.com, where we offer an open forum for discussion of the news that arises at the 
intersection of religion and culture. 

Subscribe to WORLD in various formats 
www.worldmag.com/membership.php 
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WWW.RPMISSIONS.ORG STATEMENT 
 

Our short-term mission trips operate under the oversight of the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church of North America, and we seek to carry out missions from a 
consistently Reformed and Biblical perspective. Our mission efforts are open to 
all Christians who are members in good standing in their local Church and who 
desire to serve and glorify Christ, encourage the saints, and reach the lost with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ and who will submit themselves to the leadership of 
the local church served on the mission field. 

OUR BELIEFS 

BIBLICAL INERRANCY 
Our beliefs all stem from a full commitment to the authority of the Bible as the 
inerrant, infallible Word of God. This means that we believe in the Triune God: 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We acknowledge our total inability to save ourselves 
and, in faith, depend on Christ alone as our Savior. We acknowledge Him as 
Covenant Lord in every area of life, and we vow together to advance His 
Kingdom on earth. 

SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY 
We believe that God desires His Church to set forth clear statements of her 
system of doctrine that can be supported from Scripture. We therefore accept as 
our creed, or subordinate standards, The Westminster Confession of Faith and 
the Larger and Shorter Catechisms. In addition to these doctrinal statements, we 
adhere to the Testimony of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America, 
which is our  continuing application of God’s written word to the world and the 
church of today. 
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WORSHIP 
We believe that God’s Word clearly sets forth how He is to be worshiped. The 
reading and exposition of the Word of God are the central focus of our worship. 
Our musical praise employs God’s Word only, thus making use of the divinely 
inspired Book of Psalms of the Bible. In keeping with the New Testament 
Church’s directive for heart worship, we sing without the aid of musical 
instruments. 

MISSION GOALS 
PROVIDE SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 

To help God's people develop a servant’s heart and to seek actively to serve God 
in their congregations, communities, schools, homes, and workplaces.  
Encourage Future Service, Promote the Gospel, Grow Leaders ,Foster Christian Relationships 

WORKING WITH CHURCHES 
We always work with established congregations and/or missionaries, instead of 
traveling to areas where no one can do follow-up work after we leave. Our motto 
is “Serve, Proclaim, Disciple,” and everything we do on these trips is based on 
our desire to serve Christ and His Church and to proclaim the gospel and to see 
the nations discipled. Our goal is to aid and implement the programs of the host 
congregations, instead of taking our own agendas or programs to mission sites. 

CHECK OUT WWW.RPMISSIONS.ORG/TRIPS 
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Meditation on God’s Glory 
First Catechism, the Shorter Catechism 

‘Glory’ mentioned 100 times in Westminster standards 

First Catechism 1. Who made you?  God made me! 

First Catechism 2. What else did God make? God made all things! 

First Catechism 3. Why did God make you and all things?  For his own glory! 

First Catechism 4. How do you glorify God?    By loving him and doing what he 
commands! 

Shorter Catechism 1. What is man’s primary purpose (‘chief end’)? 

 Man’s primary purpose is to glorify God and to enjoy him forever. 

Westminster Confession of Faith 
God’s glory is the aim of his eternal decrees (WCF 3.3; LC 12; SC 7) 
Glory of God’s power, wisdom goodness are manifested in his creation (WCF 
4.1; SC 9) 
God’s wisdom is glorified in his most wise and holy works of providence (WCF 
5.1; LC 18) 
God’s glory is manifested in the election of his people (WCF 3.5; LC 13) 
God is glorified in the good works done by his people (WCF 16.2) 
God manifests the glory of his mercy and justice in the last judgment (WCF 
33.2) 
God’s glorious power is even manifested in the destruction of the wicked (WCF 
3.7; LC 13) 
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The  Five  Points  Of  Calvinism 
Demonstrated  From  Scripture 

TOTAL DEPRAVITY -

Genesis 6:5 Jeremiah 13:23; 17:9 Mark 7:21-23

Isaiah 64:6   Isaiah 65:12 John 14:17 Romans 3:9-18

Romans 3:23    Romans 8:7 Rom 5:12, 14-19 Psalms 14:2-3

Titus 1:15 Ephesians 2:1-5 1 John 1:8

UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION 
-

John 6:37 Mat 22:14 John 15:16

Rom 8:29-30   Rom 9:11-12 Acts 13:48 Rom 9:15-18

Isaiah 43:20-21 Rom 11:5-7 1 Cor 2:7

Ephesians 1:4-5, 11 Malachi 3:16-18 2 Thes 2:13

Titus 1:1-2 1 Peter 2:6-9 2 Pet 1:3-4

Psalms 65:4 Exodus 6:7 Deuteronomy 7:6

LIMITED ATONEMENT -

Mat 1:21    Mat 11:27 Psalms 85:2 Isaiah 53:8

John 3:16-18 John 5:21, 24 John 6:35-40

John 10:14-16 John 10:26-27 John 12:37-40

John 14:21-24 John 17:2, 9-10 Acts 10:40-41

Acts 13:48 Acts 15:14 Romans 11:7

Titus 2:14 Hebrews 7:25-26 Revelation 5:9
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IRRESISTIBLE GRACE -

Psalms 65:4 Ezekiel 36:26-27 John 1:12-13

John 6:37-39, 44, 65 John 5:21    John 3:6 Rom 9:15-18

Rom 11:5-6    Rom 8:30 Galatians 1:15-16 Hebrews 9:15

Eph 2:8-10    Eph 2:1-5 Philippians 1:6, 29 Philippians 2:13

2 Timothy 1:9-10 Isaiah 55:11 Acts 13:48; 18:27

PERSERVERANCE OF THE SAINTS -

John 5:24    John 6:35-37 Psalms 37:28 John 10:27-29

Rom 8:35-39    Rom 5:9 Romans 11:29 1 Cor 1:6-8; 15:10

Ephesians 2:4-6 Philippians 1:6 Hebrews 13:20-21

1 John 3:9,  5:4-5,11-13 John 17:2,12 Ephesians 1:13-14

Isaiah 46:3-4 & Rom. 9:6-8 Psalms 20:6; 121:1-8 1 Thes 5:23-24

1 Peter 1:3-5 Jeremiah 32:39-40 Hebrews 6:17-19

  65

http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Psalms%252065.4
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Ezekiel%252036.26-27
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/John%25201.12-13
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/John%25206.37-39
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/John%25206.44
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/John%25206.65
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/John%25205.21
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/John%25203.6
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Rom%25209.15-18
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Rom%252011.5-6
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Rom%25208.30
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Galatians%25201.15-16
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Hebrews%25209.15
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Eph%25202.8-10
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Eph%25202.1-5
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Philippians%25201.6
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Philippians%25201.29
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Philippians%25202.13
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/2%2520Timothy%25201.9-10
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Isaiah%252055.11
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Acts%252013.48
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Acts%252018.27
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/John%25205.24
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/John%25206.35-37
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Psalms%252037.28
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/John%252010.27-29
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Rom%25208.35-39
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Rom%25205.9
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Romans%252011.29
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/1%2520Cor%25201.6-8
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/1%2520Cor%252015.10
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